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Sir: 

In response to the restriction requirement set forth t in the 
Official Action dated March 11, 1999, Applicants provisionally 
elect, with traverse, the claims of Group I which are directed to 
a catalyst. Applicants respectfully submit that examining all 
claims in the present application would cause no undue burden. 

Upon allowance of the claims in Group I, it is respectfully 
requested that the claims of Group II, which are drawn to the 
process of producing the catalyst, are rejoined in accordance 



with MPEP §821.04. 

RECEIVED 

APR 1»W 

GROUP 1700 



♦ 



The Office Action indicates that the invention of I and IV 
are unrelated, however, the Office Action lists no claims as a 
Group IV invention. Applicants assume that the Examiner intended 
to refer to the invention of Group III not Group IV. Applicants 
respectfully submit that claims 16 and 17 are directed to a 
process of using the lump Raney catalyst defined in claim 5 of 
Group I. Therefore, it is respectfully requested that claims 16 
and 17 of Group III are also rejoined in accordance MPEP §821.04. 
Applicants respectfully submit that the claims of Group I and III 
are capable of use together and thus the process claims of Group 
III should be rejoined upon allowance of the product claims. 

In light of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully request 
withdrawal of the restriction requirement and await examination 
of the application on its merits. 
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